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(54) TRACKING CONTROL MECHANISM FOR 
OPTICAL HEAD 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To reduce influence on an output value for 
tracking control owing to a flaw and stain on a track 
by averaging the sum of light-receiving quantity detec- 
tion values by means of plural beams, thereby attaining 
tracking control. 

CONSTITUTION: When the flaw 15 exists in a part on 
the track 7, reflected light beams by auxiliary beams 9 
going ahead of main beams 8 are converged as shown 
on a detection sensor 13 as an imaginary line, and a 
difference occurs in the detection signal values C and 
D of elements (c) and (d) on the right and left by a 
quantity corresponding to the flaw 15. Since the dif- 
ference does not occur in the light-receiving quantity 
of the other amplifiers API and APS, respective out- 
put values (A-B) and (E-F) of the amplifiers API and 
AP3 are '0'. The output value of an amplifier AP4 is 
obtained by averaging respective output values, and 
it becomes equal to one obtained by making the out- 
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put value of an amplifier AP2 to be 1/3. Consequently, 
tracking control is executed by the output value of the 
amplifier AP4. Thus, much influence of the flaw 15 is 
eliminated and the main beams 8 are prevented from 
being unnecessarily stepped off from the track 7. 
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